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PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE

Olivia Mattis 

Are you planning a trip to 
Portugal?

Founded in 2010, the Sousa Mendes Foundation is dedicated to perpetuating the memory of the  
Holocaust rescuer Aristides de Sousa Mendes and to educating the public about his 
heroic action. We are very proud that The New York Times singled out the Aristides de  
Sousa Mendes Museum, our partner in Portugal, in its list of 52 places to visit in 2025!   

The Sousa Mendes Foundation was in residence at the Museum in July of 
2025 for our inaugural Educators’ Institute in Portugal. Participants includ-
ed classroom teachers, museum docents, a Foundation director, a high school  
principal, a guidance counselor and other wonderful educators. The Museum was 
the perfect home for this program, with its galleries, library (with books donated 
by our Foundation), auditorium and classroom all at our disposal. Thank you to 
Museum Director Joana Pais and Mayor Paulo Catalino for welcoming us 
with open arms!

The Aristides de Sousa Mendes Museum 
was listed by The New York Times in its list of 
52 places to visit in 2025!

Aristides de Sousa Mendes, 
Righteous Among the Nations

The Aristides de Sousa Mendes Museum, located 
in Cabanas de Viriato, highlights the story of a 
hero of humanity and is not to be missed.

Very exciting this year is the launch of a  
lushly illustrated new picture book about  
Aristides de Sousa Mendes for young readers:  
The World Entire — A True Story of an  
Extraordinary World War II Rescue, named 
by Tablet Magazine as one of the best  
children’s books of the year. 

Our popular Sunday film-and-discussion programs continue to attract a large audience.  These programs feature 
fascinating true stories of rescue, resistance and hope on a panoply of subjects, with expert and engaging panelists 
such as filmmakers, authors, and survivors.

Also in 2025 the Sousa Mendes story entered the New York State Holocaust education curriculum, and we  
introduced a new and related touring exhibition, Call Me Stefan, thanks to the sustained, multi-year efforts of Board 
member Leah Rozenfeld Sills.

Our lead donor continues to be the Tamara van den Bergh Ferguson Charitable Foundation, named for a Sousa 
Mendes visa recipient who in 1940 escaped from the Netherlands, through France, Spain and Portugal, then served in 
the Free French Forces in England, and ultimately found safe haven in the United States. 

A big thank you to our many generous donors, our dedicated volunteer Board members, nearly sixty distinguished 
guest speakers, and my terrific team of Matthew Spirn and Robin Bigga-Piskernig. In Portuguese, obrigada! And in 
Hebrew, toda raba! 

https://sousamendesfoundation.org/the-world-entire 
To order your own copy, go to: 
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Text by Elizabeth Brown and illustrations 
by Melissa Castrillón.

https://sousamendesfoundation.org/the-world-entire


 

4

EDUCATORS’ INSTITUTE 
               in PORTUGAL

On July 6-14, 2025 we held our first-ever Educators’ Institute in  
Portugal on rescue and resistance during the Holocaust. The program 
began and ended in Lisbon, and in between we were in residence at 
the Aristides de Sousa Mendes Museum in Cabanas de Viriato. There, 
we occupied the sleek and modern top floor, with its classroom,  
seminar room and library. The books in the library — on rescue and 
resistance during the Holocaust and related subjects — had all been 
acquired and donated by the Sousa Mendes Foundation, so we felt right 
at home! Our diverse and talented group of teachers took field trips to  
museums and historic sites in Porto, Belmonte, Vilar Formoso and  
elsewhere. They conducted original research, made lively presentations 
and formed lasting friendships. 

Leading the Institute were Mariana Abrantes, Cookie Fischer, 
Dr. Olivia Mattis and Dr. Heidi Omlor. Joining via ZOOM were  
filmmaker Laura Seltzer-Duny, author Louise Borden, artist  
Allan Drummond, and historians Dr. Jud Newborn and Dr.  
Mordecai Paldiel. Local experts — whom we appreciate so much — 
included Dores Fernandes, Luisa Pacheco Marques, Luis Medeiros,  
Margarida Ramalho, Josefa Reis and Hugo Vaz.

Many thanks to the Tamara van den Bergh Ferguson Charitable  
Foundation, which helped keep our prices low.

“This was a trip  
   of a lifetime!” 

ABOVE: L-R: Dr. Heidi Omlor with partic-
ipants Lee Penniman and Wendy Wright in 
Lisbon.

PORTO: The teachers visited historic sites 
and enjoyed free time.

https://sousamendesfoundation.org/educator-institute-in-portugal/ 

➡

Are you an educator?  
Come join us in Portugal —  
sign up today!

BELOW: This mural of Aristides de Sousa 
Mendes, by João Figuereido, is in Cabanas 
de Viriato, nearby to the Aristides de Sousa 
Mendes Museum.

https://sousamendesfoundation.org/educator-institute-in-portugal/


ABOVE: In the Portuguese border village of Vilar Formoso, 
there is a must-see museum telling the story of the refugees who 
entered Portugal during World War II on their way to freedom. 
Here are our teachers with museum architect Luisa Pacheco 
Marques, historian Margarida Ramalho, and city officials Nazaré 
Ribeiro and Fernanda Cruz. 

CURIOUS GEORGE  
AT THE  

ARISTIDES DE SOUSA 
MENDES MUSEUM

BELOW: Cookie Fischer 
explains that the authors 
of Curious George, Hans 
and Margret Rey, were 
rescued by Aristides de 
Sousa Mendes.

The Sousa Mendes Foundation  
commissioned the exhibition The  
Journey That Saved Curious 
George that remains on view 
at the Museum with original  
illustrations by Allan Drummond.

ABOVE: Board member Mariana 
Abrantes, in front, in the Curious 
George room under the Portuguese 
flag with women business leaders 
from Viseu, Portugal. 

In Belmonte, the 
Jewish community 
worshipped in  
secret for 500 
years, and now 
practices religion 
openly.

ABOVE: At the Aristides de Sousa Mendes Museum 
in Cabanas de Viriato, Mireille Taub’s family was 
added to the permanent display. L-R: Mayor Paulo 
Catalino, Mireille Taub, Dr. Olivia Mattis,  
Museum Director Joana Pais.

RIGHT: Teachers from our Educators’ Institute in 
Portugal visited the monument in Lisbon to victims 
of The Inquisition, inaugurated in 2006. Its inscription 
reads: “In memory of the thousands of Jewish victims 
of intolerance and religious fanaticism assassinated in 
the massacre begun in this square on April 19, 1506.” 
L-R: Lisa Carotenuto, Angela Flores, Dr. Heidi  
Omlor, Wendy Wright, Steve Sisney, Lina Lenberg, 
Karen Floyd, Kelly Fives, Dan Helberg, Kimberly 
Hoffman
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SEND US YOUR BOOKS!

ANTI-DEFAMATION COURT CASE

AUSTRIAN SERVICE ABROAD —
A SPECIAL PARTNER

Gerald Mendes

“
      It is an honor to work at 
this organization and to help 
educate and inspire with great 
stories of Holocaust heroes!”

“

 – Robin Bigga-Piskernig

Robin Bigga-Piskernig

HEROES OF THE HOLOCAUST 
 — RESCUER PLAYING CARDS
Inside this unique deck of cards,  
beautifully produced by the US Playing Card  

Company for the Sousa 
Mendes Foundation, learn 
52 inspiring stories of  
Christians, Muslims and Jews 
who saved Jews from Nazi  
persecution in 25 countries. 
Includes an original essay 
by Dr. Mordecai Paldiel 
on rescue during the  
Holocaust.  

To order one or more decks, go to:  
www.sousamendesfoundation.org/store

We continue to collect books for the library of the Aristides de  
Sousa Mendes Museum, and have sent them over 1000 books so 
far on such subjects as rescue and resistance during the Holocaust,  
Portugal and the Jews, Holocaust survivor and refugee memoirs, the 
US and the Holocaust, and general non-fiction books about World 
War II. In 2025 we were delighted to receive donated books from 
historian Anne Nelson, bookseller Ken Schoen and the estate of 
Holocaust survivor Ernest Fontheim, and we are grateful to them 
all. If you have relevant books in excellent condition that you wish to 
donate, please contact us at info@sousamendesfoundation.org. 

Since 2022, the Sousa Mendes Foundation has 
partnered with the Austrian Service Abroad 
program based in Vienna. This program is an  
opportunity for Austrian young people,  
newly graduated from high school, to work in  
Holocaust education in place of their military  
service. The interns work as part of our team for a 
10-month period, 34 hours/week, at no cost to the  
Foundation, and they return to Austria 
with a wealth of new life experiences and  
knowledge of history. Our wonderful interns 
in 2025 were Emile Haffner (2024-25) and  
Robin Bigga-Piskernig (2025-26) in New York  
and Camillo Liebl (2024-25) in Portugal.

In October of 2025, a lawsuit filed by four grandchildren of  
Aristides de Sousa Mendes against the far-right  
Portuguese magazine  O Diabo and several of its authors 
ended in a settlement. At issue were a series of articles 
written in defamatory language, claiming falsely that in 
1940 Aristides de Sousa Mendes had sold visas to people  

crowded at the border and 
that these people were not in  
danger for their lives. In the end, 
the publication and its authors 
recanted their false claims, 
and the descendants therefore 
dropped their claim for financial 
damages. “The most import-
ant thing was not the money, 
it was the truth,” said Gerald 
Mendes, one of the plaintiffs in 
the case.

An education in 
a box!
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EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH

NEW YORK STATE CURRICULUM

IN THE GARDEN OF THE RIGHTEOUS

On May 8, 2025, Dr. Olivia Mattis spoke to  
museum docents and educators at the Holocaust  
Memorial and Tolerance Center in Glen 
Cove, NY about Aristides de Sousa Mendes and 
the work of our Foundation. During the Q&A,  
docent Mireille Taub explained that her own family  
escaped from Nazi-occupied Europe via  
Portugal in 1940, and she wondered if Sousa Mendes 
may have saved her life. A little research con-
firmed that indeed, her family received Portuguese  
visas in Toulouse, France in July of 1940 under the  
authority of Sousa Mendes. She then  
immediately signed up for our educators’ trip — a 
journey that would prove life-altering. On June 17, 
Mattis spoke on the same topic to the 3GNY group of  
descendants of Holocaust survivors. Throughout 
the year, Cookie Fischer spoke to school groups in  
Portugal and led tours at the Aristides de  
Sousa Mendes Museum and the Chabad House in  
Cascais. 
RIGHT: L-R: Emile Haffner, Matthew Spirn and Olivia 
Mattis in the Rescuers’ Gallery of the Holocaust  
Memorial and Tolerance Center. 

RIGHT: Richard Hurowitz. 

TOURING EXHIBITION AVAILABLE 
IN NEW YORK AREA

ABOVE: Leah Sills. 

RIGHT: Students enjoying 
Call Me Stefan exhibition. 

The new exhibition Call Me Stefan, available to 
schools and community centers in the New York 
area, tells the dramatic true story of a Polish Jewish 
boy rescued by Aristides de Sousa Mendes in 1940. 
Co-curated by Leah Rozenfeld Sills and Claudia 
Ninhos, it consists of twelve interlocking panels 
forming a Star of David design. This project is a  
collaboration with the Holocaust & Human 
Rights Education Center in White Plains, NY. For 
more information and to book the exhibition, go to:  
https://sousamendesfoundation.org/call-me-stefan/ 

We are proud that the New York State Archives has 
highlighted our hero, Aristides de Sousa Mendes, in its  
resources to support teaching about the Holocaust and 
other genocides. There are robust learning modules  
available not only on our hero but also on the related  
subjects of the Righteous Among the Nations and the  
escape story of Sousa Mendes visa recipient Stefan  
Rozenfeld, plus a slide deck available for classroom 
use. This project is the work of the Holocaust &  
Human Rights Education Center, created in  
collaboration with Leah Rozenfeld Sills and a team of 
New York State educators. For more information, go to:  
https://tinyurl.com/ASMinNYS

At New York’s 92nd Street Y on March 16, 2025, the Sousa 
Mendes Foundation co-sponsored a conversation between  
authors Richard Hurowitz and Daniel Mendelsohn on  
Hurowitz’s book, In the Garden of the Righteous. This book in-
cludes ten chapters, each of which tells an inspiring story of 
Holocaust rescue, with the sto-
ry of Aristides de Sousa Mendes 
comprising the first chapter.  
Hurowitz made extensive use 
of our Foundation’s library and  
archives as part of his research  
process. 
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In 2025, we continued our highly popular series of online Sunday programs on optimistic, 
inspiring true stories of Jewish history, presenting films, books, survivors, experts and heroes.  
Among our partner organizations for this season’s programs were the YIVO Institute for 
Jewish Research, the Soviet Jewry Movement Archives Project and our series sponsor, 
the Tamara van den Bergh Ferguson Charitable Foundation.

STORIES OF RESCUE, RESISTANCE AND HOPE

PHOTOGRAPHY AS RESISTANCE IN NAZI-OCCUPIED PARIS,  
January 12
Radio Program: How France Uncovered the Mystery of the Forbidden 
Photos of Nazi-Occupied Paris  
Speakers: Eleanor Beardsley, Dr. Louis Kaplan, Dr. Susan Zuccotti 

UNBROKEN — ONE FAMILY’S STORY,  
January 26
Film: UnBroken  
Speakers: Beth Lane,  
Ginger Lane,  
Jonathan Snipes,  
Aaron Soffin

JANUARY

To view these programs go to: 
 https://www.youtube.com/user/SousaMendesFdn/

THE GIRL WHO WORE FREEDOM, February 9
Film: The Girl Who Wore Freedom
Speakers: David Chapman, Christian Taylor, Thomas Voisin 

NOVA’S HOLOCAUST ESCAPE TUNNEL, March 9
Film: Holocaust Escape Tunnel
Speakers: Hana Amir, Paula S. Apsell, Harry Jol, Kirk Wolfinger 
Moderator: Dr. Jud Newborn

Kirk 
Wolfinger

Harry JolPaula S. 
Apsell

Hana 
Amir

Dr. Shulamit 
Reinharz

Aaron 
Soffin

Jonathan 
Snipes

Ginger 
Lane

Beth 
Lane

FEBRUARY

Christian 
Taylor

Thomas  
Voisin

David 
Chapman

Dr. Jud 
Newborn

THE EICHMANN TRIAL, February 23
Film:  The Eichmann Trial
Speakers: Tamar Hausner-Raveh,  
Elliot Levitt, Dr. Mordecai Paldiel 
Moderator: Dr. Shulamit Reinharz

Tamar 
Hausner-Raveh

Elliot 
Levitt

Dr. Mordecai 
Paldiel

Dr. Louis 
Kaplan

Dr. Susan 
Zuccotti

Eleanor 
Beardsley

 

MARCH
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MARCH
SUGIHARA SURVIVORS, March 23 
Film: Sugihara Survivors: Jewish and Japanese, Past and Future
Speakers: Richard Hurowitz, Sylvia W. Smoller, Madoka Sugihara 

FRED KOREMATSU — AN AMERICAN HERO, May 4
Film: Of Civil Wrongs and Rights
Speakers: Lorraine K. Bannai, Eric Paul Fournier, Dr. Rafael Medoff

FAMILY TREASURES LOST & FOUND —
ONE WOMAN’S SEARCH FOR ANSWERS, 
May 11
Film: Family Treasures Lost and Found
Speakers: Karen A. Frenkel, Marcia Rock

Karen A. 
Frenkel

Marcia 
Rock

Lorraine K.  
Bannai

Sylvia W. 
Smoller

Richard  
Hurowitz

Madoka 
Sugihara

ARISTIDES DE SOUSA MENDES — THE ANGEL OF BORDEAUX, June 1
Film: The Consul of Bordeaux 
Speakers: Elizabeth Eames, Gerald Mendes, Jan de Moncada

Elizabeth 
Eames

Gerald 
Mendes

Jan 
de Moncada

LET MY PEOPLE GO — THE WOMEN WHO BEGAN THE 
MOVEMENT TO RESCUE SOVIET JEWS, April 6
Film: Iron Ladies
Speakers: Roger Childs, Janna Kaplan, Sharon Rosen 
Moderator: Dr. Shulamit Reinharz

Dr. Rafael  
Medoff

Eric Paul 
Fournier

Dr. Shulamit 
Reinharz

Sharon 
Rosen

Roger 
Childs

Janna  
Kaplan

““
Your inspiring and informative programs have enriched my life!

 – an audience member

APRIL

MAY

JUNE
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To view these programs go to: 
 https://www.youtube.com/user/SousaMendesFdn/

THE LAST NAZI HUNTER, June 22
Film: The Last Nazi Hunter
Speakers: Dr. Mordecai Paldiel,  
Dr. Efraim Zuroff

Dr. Efraim  
Zuroff

CARTOONISTS AGAINST RACISM: THE SECRET 
JEWISH WAR ON BIGOTRY, August 17
Book: Cartoonists Against Racism: The Secret Jewish War 
on Bigotry
Speakers: Jordan Gorfinkel, Dr. Rafael Medoff

WOMEN’S RESISTANCE AT 
AUSCHWITZ, August 24 
Film: Sabotage 
Speakers:  Noa Aharoni,  
Dr. Allan Eliyahu Mallenbaum 
Moderator: Dr. Jud Newborn

Dr. Allan 
Eliyahu 

Mallenbaum

OPERATION WEDDING — THE STORY OF THE SOVIET JEWS WHO CRACKED the IRON CURTAIN, September 14 
Film: Operation Wedding
Speakers: Glenn Richter, Anat Zalmanson-Kuznetsov 
Moderator: Janna Kaplan
Co-sponsor: Soviet Jewry Movement Archives Project

Noa 
Aharoni

Jordan  
Gorfinkel

THE JEWISH HISTORY OF COMIC BOOK HEROES, June 8
Speakers: Danny Fingeroth, Dr. Rafael Medoff, Mark S. Zaid  

Danny 
Fingeroth

THE DARING RESCUE OF DENMARK’S 
JEWISH COMMUNITY, July 27
Film: Voices in the Void
Speakers: Ellen Bari, Steen Metz,  
Dr. Therkel Straede

Steen MetzEllen Bari Dr. Therkel 
Straede

Mark S. Zaid

Anat 
Zalmanson-Kuznetsov

Glenn 
Richter

Janna 
Kaplan

Dr. Mordecai 
Paldiel

Dr. Rafael  
Medoff

Dr. Jud 
Newborn

 

JUNE

JULY

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

Dr. Rafael  
Medoff
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To view these programs go to: 
 https://www.youtube.com/user/SousaMendesFdn/

WALTER WINCHELL AND THE  
DEFEAT OF THE GERMAN  
AMERICAN BUND, September 28
Film: Walter Winchell -- The Power of Gossip
Speakers: Arnie Bernstein, Ben Loeterman 
Moderator: Felix Etienne-Edouard Pfeifle Arnie 

Bernstein
Ben 

Loeterman

Antal  
Zalai

Jonathan 
Brent

Paula 
Fouce

Sharon 
Douglas

NO ASYLUM — THE 
ANNE FRANK FAMILY’S 
DREAMS OF AMERICA, 
October 26
Film: No Asylum: The Untold 
Chapter of Anne Frank’s Story
Speakers: Jonathan Brent, 
Paula Fouce 
Moderator: Sharon Douglas 
Co-sponsor: YIVO Institute 
for Jewish Research

BEHIND ENEMY LINES — THE MARTHE COHN STORY, December 7 
Film: Chichinette: The Accidental Spy
Speakers: Dr. Stephan Cohn, Nicola Hens, Michael Potter
Award presenter: Mariana Abrantes

MUSIC AS RESISTANCE —  
RECONSTRUCTING THE LOST MUSIC  
OF AUSCHWITZ,  
October 19
Film: The Lost Music of Auschwitz
Speakers: Dr. Leo Geyer, Caroline Kennedy,  
Antal Zalai
Moderator: Dr. Jud Newborn

Dr. Leo  
Geyer

Caroline 
Kennedy

ELIE WIESEL — SOUL ON FIRE,  
November 2
Film: Elie Wiesel -- Soul on Fire
Speakers: Dr. Ingrid Anderson,  
Oren Rudavsky 
Moderator: Dr. Jud Newborn
 

ARISTIDES, November 16
Book: The World Entire — A True Story of an  
Extraordinary World War II Rescue 
Speakers: Elizabeth Brown,  
Melissa Castrillón

Melissa 
Castrillón

Oren 
Rudavsky

Dr. Ingrid 
Anderson

Elizabeth 
Brown

Michael 
Potter

Mariana 
Abrantes

Nicola HensDr. Stephan 
Cohn

Dr. Jud 
Newborn

Dr. Jud 
Newborn

Felix Etienne-
Edouard Pfeifle

SEPTEMBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

OCTOBER
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